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Reumienaulsy 10& HeWIL HTeVIDTSH, FBIG6TaIJHeT Fmiden GLomPlenul SHhiG6T SHTUIGTIHWTSALD,
SODTHEBID  (PeTO6SIDSHEHID  CQUTHIITS — HEIG6T — STUCWLTHWTSS  HWOD  GomPsnul
LWSTUGSSILGSHHUID  IGSBTIHsT.  CoBsbaHlul  BIhseler  STevalib ol  DPHHHIS6NT
STTEIOTEH  QNeVRIeNHUTD LIPS  FepdH, QUIMmHEMTSHTY, DATFUI6D  LOTBBHIGET  6JBLIL L 6.
GBiuursl Nflsarellw] @eomensd (WIS S H (WPURSHSL BULTL 96T SPOSTERIB b
Wedteor, gBUBHHW  FepH-ATFUIL  QUTHETTSHTY  LOTBBHIGET — SHITEIOTSH,  Eevmlenduisd
igleueny  Hevallul  Gomplds QFBTeTmnESHEHHG  LSHITH YmIFH60D DTFHHI  Combuims
LOTBBLD DV HBHHI.

beWILBTEOONE  Qevmlensulsd  Hlevellwl  elleugmuid  oBmId  FJem  euTewlull  QUTHETTHI]T
(WPmBMLEGL LGHeoTH, OUmBEHTL L HOHTIHmev SigliLienL WITHHSTeWHIL, LW QUTHeTTHI]Y
QUOMINE DB(WPSLULBHHID GSBHCHTEDBL T, DHIUDT [BTLIGEL DIIPeSled ENHHSH FT6NLOT6N
BB (eMBEMSEGL UFHeoTHl UHw DIFF BHinleue (penBedld IBIPSLILGHSILLL Sl 60
alemenauTd  SDHIOUMT BTG  HEWINQITH JF  HBIGUT  (OBVIOU|D  AH ST B6rT 600
QuIBlwpemBUWD LIQLILIQUITES BIFOTESSILLL &I DHBHMLW HFCFF (Lpemmeny, BHHFCFeme,
mUSHHWIFTeneL CFemeusmsit, Hov oenensud Caemeu, GUTederd GCFemen, (LPLILIENL H6IT  6I6ITLIGH
® (HeUTHlel.  SUJIDL W BHHL  HTevalidbdHien l Fdb  sTeubHearbungd  FHUBSHSUILL L
e AUITHEHLD, HBHBTFHEBID UHISVHIHL HHIOOTBBGHInIQUI 2 6TBTL L 6UTH6NTES S [HHIH60].
e0me0, LIgHmer LigHeldeflled omislendaled SLenowtBpid OeuefBT L auseT OFuwiBLL L eory.
QbH L Fdb BTHHGTOUTH  FRiGeNHMmBUD HOMPUD SHTUIGOTIHUWITHHOHTEWIL  LDdHEH6IT
Qomg sryemond Lew FFomisenen 61sT6HTHEE GausmrngouilmhbaHgil 6r, GmPeuwigiig CFemneuGul
Qurgll UpFdensiienwld HFEGSWL @6F euP(pemBLTES AMWHHH. DAHHIL 6T, FhSend HLOLD
B HEHFGITPBEMmeTI LGB SHHID LgenaFHe, Feupd-  QUTHONTHTT-  HFFuied
SlmBHeNed 61HIalSH (PHHUWI LGHIHMENMUID IBHH  (PIQUIRTELmMeD. E6VmImNE BTV HHIe
L Fuled @mbhe alpaldbsiu’ (b OLmbeius bHeavdler &P 194860 GHbHHTHMS CHTHEIL
uwenll HHCUTHI, CoemsudHCHul oI Fuimenyseilen Lglul Himieuen (Wwenmenioulledl &1D eIpBIsGLILIHLD
Cremaumemenuld CQFwBUTGHEmeMUD, BTG DHBHEHHGHF FUWOITIPHMNED  QIPHIGBHIIQUI
[HlEm6VEMLOEMUL o _(HeUTHGHNS, FHHBT RQevmienasuisyd  HiTdbaliLL Calswrgul LNy gmeor

LrFSenenndd STEmLILL L SI.
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ATFwed &HHHID GuBB Leen@mn GoBuy SiFF Hneusr (Wenpenouled QFwBulL  Fmiser-
SO oFsrfsaies AHBHOTCTT Phdeod &BEBIITE  RHHSHMOWITED  DTF  [Hinieue
wempenouiled Symidlev GomPuliBeobuw oipgF BFemeusel eupmislILL Ler. @QUeremewiullen LD
frisen- SO Omfselss o fenndsrsd SHWUTmag RUISHID 2 HauTaud SHalifdbs (PIQUTH
al_win@o.  Gomuly  BeneuendehdsTear  LIFsusiiurs, 195660 FhisenGomll  DIFF&mHD
Qumpwrsll WysLeriuBGHSIUL Lenoujd, 1958 Geir HWOIGITY (MGFL gBUTHH6NT) FL L SHa6d
(ApsUlD QUL &G, HIpdhE ISTamIGNeD HOPGWTIAUIL DiFF CFmealdemen  QILPHIGHMHBELD
BmpemeuLiment JBUTHSH6IT O&Fu i L eor. eTRIITMTUNEDILD FmIbeHms DITFH(HLD
Qumpwréswenou]d, GuBuly SFFsm MY DibHeVH  SONPCITNSE IPRIGLILIL TENLD
GBPHHID BHILIYL @M OBHHSHY Hewevswld GBULLSGIL 6T, TFCsFemen  FmGIomPaeaieid
alphiGagd  upw  yFdemenr 2 mauraSulmhall  eeieniluled, ASBSW  Hie|denern

QUPRIGUSHBGHF FLL FHUWTE L6V [HL6UIQHMBHET 6T(HHBLILIL L 60T

Qevmiend  FapTLS GFrgells Guuwirdler oFwevemoliy 1987s4b  ewiged  SHHSHHUILIL(H,
SO  GComplé@Lb SITFHMHOWTY  DiHHer0SH QUPRISILIL (B, PhISe06ITY  NenswrliL]
Qumpwres SmssflssiulLgl. sgFwsvemnwitdss IV b oSHUTLSSHe0, DFF Heuns,
&evall LB  BH PP Heopsenled  GHOomPl  uTeusner  UBBIW e Camevsel
QUPRIGLILLLTEVID, &FmFemd SO S QorPssT oggFsmo Omfbsenmead  GHdw
Qumpsenmseyd  FULyJouors o mSluGSSIULLTeD, QRmowmfsaiengid  Lwem@h
@bBTLGU  Uynaselsn oemprL GomfesCHemeausBent@h  OHTLILmLW  LFFFHenensend s
SIeYBemend HTewLHe0 GeuBmlenwl gBUBHHMNELN6V.

SipFlwevenioliLfledr IV Sl ibHwmuibaHed GBULILOU Beten DgFsm GomHebosmseTenauiey
&l 19HsTguleieneaumml, LUlgengselssr  Gomfujflenwsnws  mHlenso@ummer  (pempuilsd BT 1g6d
BlemsuBTL_ B0 Liswllenul HlenpCaBpionsB@ eudlwiomer CoTeTend FHWITET QLI HN6TH
swifiss  ufibsieny  CFLMSBGWL, FHHINLSSBS BB eumsulsd  Gmfl 2 flemw
UBUUGLULFHH60 LITenFHeT 61HTCHTHE@ID HadL MGl LBl (WenBLILITHSN6NT 6 TTen 6t
CFUISBGL, @LBOWLTHHLTE SEOWTAL  UWSTUT ML FH60  DFF  Hpleuamisesvid
FlOBHleneouTled  (&TOIBLILIN Hd HMIBTEONBGID  [BLANQHMBHMEN  BCLOBOBTeTRIMHSH
GBI HCHTNMTHHOBTewIH 1991 yemnge 18 D ReVHEBF FL L HEH6 (P6VID HTFHHID GULDTIHSH6NT
AMMNBGH ) OSHTISSILLL HI. GBSl FHev L WRISmENUD HeusihHHled 61BHSLCUTHI,
BTL_1960 BlemsvBUBTeDT FePSH-GUITHETTSHTT-HT FluIeD Guobuimt_emL ST ILSHBE
SIS SHWTeudFuILomeot el wiors BMMBI WSHM S et 2 (HAITHGHNAHBE, R[m

QomPEOHTETNHMUI  D(POTHGaINSH CHTHHITHEDS CETemid  VSHTISSILIL L DIFFHHLD

Quomidaeit oL I IORIE (LPSHSWILDTEIFHILD ST DTGV (T LOIT 60T &HILDIT 607 Lisuof]

QUILIGHL SHBLILIL (HEITeTISI.
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CuoB@BIii’ L Hineusr (Wpewmenioulled cpsold  LIJenFHEhd@ MPRIGLILIGID HHTHTT, SHevel,
QImIE  IDBEID HHHHMBF Cremeauder @ICLITH DITsHdH HmBHTNHBHID Hewm] Hlenms
LO6V(LPLD CuBCa6wTIQU |6TTENTS). DIHIILILY, TAHNTBHT6V @eomien a6 LNT6enF HENTEH
FePBIOWIDTHBLILBID DIDTHHIH HeLIDTIHEHLD CHTIH60 AITERTENLOWITETTHEHLD, MEBEHTHIHD
BHMEVEHTHEHLD, (LPNET 2 _eIPLILITENTHEHD, 2 L 6O 2 enLILITNTHEBD SienL !l Ceusmigul e
HMBEDWITET SHOWTIS LIWeTUTH, (PHBWIDTRIHTGHID. DSHHIL6T, Heien 2 6060 HIflHIOTH
aeMTFSWemLbFH eIMHD  SPeSHHIMBDOU  DieWIH, Seweworli]  GQLomAWITeT kI 60368
(WPHEBWHBHIQUPID @MIG aleOLBIHSHLILIL CalewTIQU |6TeNS).

SIBHFwWID amSEHEHMLCW e HeveVleibsHMS gBUBHD, e, 1H GUHLBMB MBS
QevmIenEBMW 2 HaUTHGD CHAW HHEFFH HUL (b BILIgeT (peiT 2 eiTengl. elenCeu, Cohdlw
WL SHHO  Seudlwioner FHe0 HBnBBmeMUD  CoBOsTewi(h, iSHBETen  LFHHIeNTHen6nF
FOTUNSGD QuTBItenL @QUUDL SHEHI, 201060  SBB  UTLHISEHD HeLeVlewIdHPD  LBpiw
MBS  HBUILLL Gl 61HTHT60 LITenFHmen 2 _HauTb@GHD UTLFTene0  (penmenLoullsy,
LOT 60016 & (ETh &S LI LIWIGTLITL 6mL_W LD BRI 0EILOTIHIN LILLIGOTLITL 6L LD
uWBpIeNSEHEmIgUI GBBTLMVULD HIBHWEFSH FH L HmHUD 2 Haurdhds Gouswngusiongl. GopLig
HaWEFSS SHLLD, BumewwlEd JINNBHSHIHWDLHSH Deomnd CHFHma HITLOTewiLILISBHT6
(WPEBWSHBHIUSHHET DIYSHHENMDTGLD 6160 SHBM LITLMISEHLD [HEV6VITISH(LPLD LIBASILI 60600185 G (LD
(LLRC,2011) Ws&F sflumgs SiemLwmemd HewuihelTendl. RbH UUMIHHO @  Nenewililng
2 MBEHSHG UPRIGLILIGL GoBLYy SBB UTLMISEHD HeLeVemSE(PLD LUBMBIL 1ememtdhE (el 6
Al WmiSe oBmId LfhHenTHeT UBB 2 _mEeT HauiHmeHF 0FaSHIDCUTHI, Bleneo@Lmmet
gorsred ofelpsHulen Qurmlb CHFAw meHwubdHlen CHemeuw|d, DHBGS SLLTWID
Sudlwiorer FoEHeuTUIhe STFeliwime Qe MESWSHHBGHWD SHOLOTHL LWeTUTL DL FpdH
LWLILGSHIUNSET (WHSHWHSHIID LB Beild LfhHosTeTem (Lpigu|Lb.

QmIBEHEHMLCW  HeLMISEHMS 2 BIFHUILGSHHWITH  Q&IBTE  6IRFFAUBID @
Corghmaud LIgnasemenuld 2 HamsGausB@&l LUHw ugbusmisd @ CadFw sLiur®
2 eiily. GUOLTBIIIBGHS CHTTOBETHHGID 61HTHT60  FhHHule] Hogl  STUIGLOT DI
Gumev@eu F@aMHy QmpléE wgHluefdbasll uWIBBLIUL Q& SHVILD, RUEUTEBILIENL
HenBEaIBBIaISHT DHHWTOIF IS HLMDWTGD. ERHHENEVHIDEHMET HIP DFFHIHD  GLOTIHH6IT

AmEG BB Te  GHBECHTHT UTFHHMS 2 HaUTHGWL urflu GuTpIi e LTL&FTenev
LOTEWINTHEHDHE OUPRIGUSBEG DTFHHLD  COTHHT  UMNEGHW 61BHSH HILOTHIHMSD,
QBpmWE Sevmmesd CHFHmSUID  BILIgeT Qe MESWHMBHWD 2 [HeUTHGLD
(peir@eurmigsenTen SeilenBUl oTemTeUF OFeL6UMIGET LOBIDPFFUIL 6T JBmISHCBTETEUT 6160 DT FSHHLD

QLTS SUMMBG D GTHTUTTSHBIBS.
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BaBHemul, 1991 Ger 18 b BevdHd FFHMHO GLOTHSHET PMEMBEGHOF FLL HSHI6 (LPVLD

OSTLISSLILIL BTN DTFHHD GLOTIHE6T Yenemidb@GH) HedHl LIgHmen LiewiuwiTads0olsmemni(hsiTer,

RQevmiend  SFlwevsmliiled GMISHHIMIHELILL(BeTen  DFFHMD QLo SH6CHTETndH MU
RevmlenHUTe0 DILPEOLIBHHINIMNHSH HWIBTENHEH, JFHMHD GLoTPEemen GoIDLIGGHS, DTFHHLD
Qumpseier o flwwsnwis  CuewiliuTgiETHH  CHFW  BevellewibsHmad  gBLUBHSHID
(WPHIWSHBHUSHMHSWID  Cupodenwd  OeueflubBshaid GBlECaTer eaurgasHms (Motto)

LOT6RTEUT 6T (LPSVLD 2 ([(HEUTHGHHD DTFHMHD GLOTHH6NT ShemenidGpadled  6ITUTTULTGLD.

Bmewiiiy - 03 SBP UTLEISEDHD Heoellemdap uBfiu memsdellst Siflsme
(apsv GBI BHSI GBS BT Q(h LIGHIUITSID.)

SIIFHHL CMPs6T MGG BHILD CFWBLTGSET CFHTL JLmeT

FlewiBL Lygyid

(1991 Boir 18 Yt QV&ES DPFHGLO GUOTILISET YenTNSESAPF FL LSBT
TBLITEBMNT YBTIIOTES BTNl HUNTHSBLIIL (HoT61H])

Qumf o Flenwset OHTLgUTeT FHiewiBL LiyaEyd

(BsvEins  FompTuws  CrrFellFs  @Glpugdar  oyFuwsveniotiieor 1N o0
DSBILITILIS DD YBTTIOTES CIBT60i(B  HUNTFISBLILL (Borio i)
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THE Lancuace Poucy

8.227 The Commission heard from many Tamil persons and noted the sense of marginalization

expressed by them due to the language policy and the deficiencies in its implementation followed by
successive Governments.

8.228 Even though the Act making Sinhala the only official language of Sri Lanka was
subseguently amended, first in 19538 to permit the use of Tamil in the North
and East in administration, and then again, by the 13th Amendment to the
Consztitution in 1987 that made both Sinhala and Tamil official languages, the tardiness of
Governments in giving effect to its implementation has further alienated the Tamil people, exacerbating
their feelings of marginalization. This has resulted in & perception prevailing among the Tamil people of
being second class citizens in their own country. The Commission during [ts_visits to the affected areas
witnessed firsthand, that even today many persens of the minority communities are made to transact
business not im the language of their choice.

8.229 Whilst acknowledging the work in progress for recruiting Tamil speaking police officers,

the Commission notes with regret that recommendations on urgent measures made by

the Commission in its interim communication to the President on these matters have yet to
be implemented.
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8.230 A member of the Buddhist clergy'*® making representations before the Commission
stated that in his view making Sinhala the official language was necessary. However, that
proper provision should have been made to use Tamil language in official work and it
has to be accepted that the Tamil people were subjected to much injustice due to this
factor. Today Tamil is also an official language but implementation is not properly done.
In certain areas even at present there is no provision for Tamil people to transact with
the Government in the Tamil language. This is an impediment to reconciliation.

8.231 Another representer 27 from the Buddhist clergy was of the view that

Tamil teachers should be seconded to Pirivenas to teach yvoung bhikkuys the Tamil
language. He further stated that if Tamil teachers taught at Pirivenas the interaction
would bring about aftitudinal change. He also observed that Sinhalese and Tamils were
not aware of each other's literature. Therefore, there should be a program where
Tamil literature 1s translated into Sinhala and Sinhala literature to Tamil.

8.232 An eminent representative from the Catholic Church® expressed the view that the
‘Sinhala Only policy’ of 1956 had disregarded the multicultural and pluralistic nature of
Sri Lankan society and had paved the way for Sinhala dominance and the trend towards
mono-culturalism. Since independence the gradual entrenchment of majoritarian

democracy, where the language and religion of the majority community have been given
priority has increased ethnic tension and undermined the concept of a multi-ethnic,
multi-religious, and plural society.

8.233 He further stated that every attempt must be made to create a sense of belonging to
this country amang all the citizens irrespective of race, religion or social status. For this
purpose it is necessary to promote trilingual education in this country. A trilingual
education will allow children from very young days to get to know and understand each
other to achieve reconciliation, peace and harmony among themsehles. Any attempt to
dominate through just one language will not heal this nation.

8.234 Ancther eminent member of the Christian Church®>® expressed the view that State

sponsored  integrated education was an urgent need, and that policy should be
implemented to enable schools to work in Sinhala and Tamil under one roof. He stated that this
privilege should be given to all the children and that for too long communities

&me:_n. prof. Bellanyila wimalaratos Mayvaks Theog on behalf of the Morth-East Inter-faith Forum before the LLRC at
Colombo on 24™ September 2010,
— I Masten. Dr Walpgls Pivananda Thero before the LLRC at Colombo on 22 November 2010.
QHE Eminence Cardinal Maloolm Ranjith before the LLRC at Colombo on 3™ November 2010,
Ft. Revd. Dr. Dulip Ghickera, before the LLRC at Colombo on 25% October 2010
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have been polarized, as Sinhala and Tamil speaking children grow up without

encountering the presence of the other community and without hearing the other
language.

Recommendations

8.235 The official bodies for executing the language policies and monitoring performance

should have adequate representation of the Tamil speaking pecple and Tamil speaking

regions. The full implementation of the language policy should include action plans

broken down to the community level, and appropriately covering the Divisions and Local
Bodies with targets that can be monitored with citizen participation.

8.236 The people of the North and East are separated from the people of the South due to
communication barriers. Every attempt must be made to create a sense of belonging among all
the citizens irrespective of race, religion or social status. It is language that unifies and binds a
nation. Therefore, it is essential that policies relating to language are formulated towards this end.
It is imperative that the official languages policy is implemented in an effective manner to
promote understanding, diversity and national integration.

8.237 The learning of each others' languages should be made a compulsory part of the school
curriculum. This would be a primary tool to ensure attitudinal changes amongst the two

communities. Teaching Tamil to Sinhala children and Sinhala to Tamil children will result
in greater understanding of each other's cultures.

B.238 The proper implementation of the language policy and ensuring trilingual (Sinhala, Tamil
and English] fluency of future generations becomes vitally important. A tri-lingual
education will allow children from very young days to get to understand each other.

8.239 The Commission therefore welcomes the Government initiative for a trilingual nation by

the year 2020. To this end the necessary budgetary provisions must be made available on a priority
basis for teacher training and staffing.

8.240 No district or province should be categorized in terms of language. Officers in
Government service should possess language skills to serve in any part of the country.

8.241 It should be made compulsory that all Government offices have Tamil speaking officers

at all times. In the case of Palice Stations, they should have bilingual officers on a 24-hour basis. A
complainant should have the right to have his/her statement taken down in the language of their
chaice.

8.242 The Official Languages Commission is centralized and based in Colombo and
not easily accessible to rural citizenry. The Official Languages Commission should
be an authority with effective powers of implementation, and also with branches

In every province.

Greater attention should be given to information technolegy which can be utilized
as an instrument to overcome the language barrier. For this purpose, as a
temporary measure, software programs can be used for translation from one
language to another until long term policies and measures take effect. In this
regard, the Commission also wishes to inwvite attention to its Interim
Recommendation to station interpreters at Police Stations using retired police
officers with bilingual fluency.
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